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Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem.

The Latin, Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem,
translates, “... they loved not their lives unto the death.” Revelation 12:11

On The Cover: Massacres at Salzburg took place in 1528 when
Prince-Archbishop Cardinal Matthaus Lang of Salzburg issued
mandates sending police in search of Anabaptists. Many were
captured and killed. This engraving illustrates the sufferings and
sacrifices these Dissenters endured when their government, in
conjunction with established religion, attempted to coerce and
impose uniformity of religious belief. Hence, this picture is a
reminder of the cost of religious liberty and the ever-present need
to maintain the separation of church and state. We use this art to
represent our Dissent and Nonconformity Series.
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THE

HISTORY

The Evangelical Churches

Of the VALLEYS of

PIEMONT.

CONTAINING
A most exact Geographical Description of the Place, and
a faithfull Account of the Doctrine, Life, and Persecutions of
the Ancient Inhabitants.
TOGETHER,
With a most naked and punctual Relation of the late
BLOUDY MASSACRE, 1655. And a Narrative of

all the following Transactions, to the Year of Our LORD, 1658.

All which are justified, partly by divers Ancient Manuscripts
written many hundred Years before CALVIN or LUTHER, and
partly by other most Authentick Attestations: The true
Originals of the greatest part whereof, are to be seen in their proper Languages

by all the curious, in the Publick Library of the famous University
of CAMBRIDGE.

Collected and compiled with much pains and industry,
By SAMUEL MORLAND, Esq;
During his abode in Geneva, in quality of HIS
HIGHNESS Commissioner Extraordinary for the Affairs

of the said VALLEYS and particularly for the
Distribusion of the Collected Moneys, among the remnant of those poor distressed People.

REVEL. 6.9.
And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the Altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God,
and for the testimony which they held; And they cried with a loud voice saying, How long O Lord, holy and
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our bloud on them that dwell on the earth?

BOOKS 1 & 2 of 4

LONDON.

Printed by Henry Hills, one of His Highness’s Printers, for
Adoniram Byfield, and are to be sold at the three Bibles in Cornhill, next to Popes-head Alley, 1658.
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee;
that it may be displayed because of the truth.
-- Psalm 60:4
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Authors Epilde Dedicatory
To Hismoft Serene Highne/s,

OLIVER,i

By the Grace of God, Lord ‘Proteélor of
_ England > Scotland 5 and  Ire-
| land, &c.

May it pleafe TOUR HIGHNES'S,

@ Hen I confider the great pre-
fumption of the Age we live in,
and how even the meaneft Wri-
HSoNAY ters think it an undervaluing
s " to their Works,if they have not

]

' the Greatelt of Princes for their Patrons, 1am

i
]

}]oth to prefs in with the crowd to importune
E"Yom’ Highnefs by a Dedication of the foliowing

| Hiftory : But when 1 call to minde how excee-
Hiftory

 ding precious in Your thoughts the lives and li-
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berties of thofe poor diftrefled Members of Chrift
have been ( who are the onely fubject of my
Difcourfe) and how deeply their bleeding con-
dition hath always affected Your very heart, 1
cannot but hope %ou will vouchfafe to own
the weak endeavours ( though of the unwor-
thieft of Your fervants ) for preferving the name
and memory of thole Ancient and Primitive
Profeffors to future Generations ¢ Efpecially

confidering that my defign herein is very fub-
fervient to that greatend, which You have pro-
pofed to your Self ever fince Providence bleft
thele 7 hree N ations with Your happy Govern-
ment, Namely, the promoting of the general
intereft of Gods people throughout the Chriftian
world, It 1s an obfervation of that Excellent
Prince, the Duke of ‘Rohan, that The Intereft of
the chisf Magiftrate of England is, by all means to
become Head of the Reformed Party thronghout
Europe 5 And it is Your Highnefs Glory and
Crown, that You have formed all Your Coun-
lﬁ:ls in Order thereunto, and laying afide allo-

| her Reafons of State, have adhered onely to |

this, that Your own Interefkmay appear one and the
/ame with the Univer[al Intereft of the Evangeli-
cal Churches in their refpettive N ations. T he Pie-
;tV of wh1ch Refolution Y he Lord himfelf hath

‘ born
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—t

born witnefs to, by a continued feries of won-
derfull Providences and Heavenly benedicions
that have alwayes accompanied 2o in your moft
honourable and Heroick Enterprifes ; W hereas
thole other Princes that went before %ou, who
had little regard in the adminiftration of their
Government, either to the honeft Maximes of
Humane Policy, or to the wholefome Rules of
the Holy Scriptures ( which they ought to have
bound abous their necks,and to have graven upon the
T ables of their hearts ) but miferably fpent the
beft of their powerfull Interefts, and precious
talents in perfecuting tender confciences in their
own Dominions, and moft treacheroufly be-
traying the Proteftant Caufe in Germany, France,
and other Countries, did at laft to their great a-
ftonifhment, even in the height of thole their
oppreffions, and in the midft of all their jollities,
behold with: their eyes a MENE TEKEL
{upon the Walls of their Palaces and Bangqueting
Houfes, and of late years in all the branches of
their Families have tafted the bitter fruits of
their own unrighteous doings, This is a Doom
'which was long fince pronounced againft them
by the moft pious Paflors and Profefors of for-
reign Churches, who oft times heretofore have
been heard to fay, That God would ane day render
a

L
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arecompence to that Houle for all their perfidious
dealings towards bis poor fervants,and now many
of thofe godly men, who have lived tofee the
execution of thofe his righteous judgements,
confidering on the other fide the wonderful paf-|
fages of Divine Providence leading the way to
the extirpation of that Family, and to the pla-
cing of your Highnefs in the Princely Dignity,

have of late frequently declared ("as I my felf
have been divers times an ear witne(s )with tears
of joy in their eys,that they looked on You as aman
miraculonfly raifed up by God, and endowed with an
extraordinary [piris of Wifdome and Courage, to
plead the Caufe of bis afflited ones againft the
Mighty, that they may no more gpprefs.

Who s there fo ignorant in thefe Qur dayes
who knows not, that all the Peace, Tranquilli-
ty, and Priviledges, which thofe of the Re-
formed Religion enjoy at prefent in any part
of the European World, does fome way or o-
ther own your Patronage and Protettion? And
who is there likewife that knowes not that
when firft You were call'd forth in the view
of the World, and fingled out as a chofen
Inftrument to go forth to the help of the Lord
againft the Mighty, and to fight His Bastels a-

gai’nf’c
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condition of the Church Militant was but at a
very low ebb? The mighty flouds of Pope-
ry and Aftbei[me were broken in upon the /fles
of Grear Britain and Ireland, and the poor
Proteflants in all other parts were even fink-
ing down under the heavie burdens laid upon
their fhoulders by thofe cruel Task-mafters of
the Church of Rome ; Yea the Plowers were
almoft every where plowing and making long
furrowes upen the backs of the faithfull ones in
all the Quarters and Corners of their Habi-
tations! It was a time when the Enemies of
the Lord 'tom{ crafty counfel together againft His
people, and were confederate againft His hidden
ones ( The Tabernacles of Edom and the Ifhmac-
lites! Amaleck and the Philiftims, with them that
dwell at Tyrel ) They [aid one to another, Come and

let us cut them off from being apeople, that fo their

name may be had no more in remembrance,

And the truth is,they had undoubtedly com-
paffed their hellifh defigns,had not the Shepheard
of Ifrael awoke as a man out of fleep, and found out
aman (1 mean your Highne[s)) to fland in the
gap, girding You with firength unto the Battel, and
puttmg his own fword into Your hand,, to [mtte thofe

/m
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gainft the great Perfecutors , the eftate and |
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| his enemies in the hinder parts, and put them to a
| perpetual reproach.

The Spaniardthat old Enemy of England and
Religion, is fufficiently able even already to give
the world a very clear account of the blefled
fruits and happy fuccefs of Your Noble and
Princely undertakings ; For here indeed You
feemed to lay the axe to the root of the tree, when
that ancient Quarrel revived again, which had
lain afleep ever fince the days of Queen Eliza-
| beth of glorious memory. That Princefs, loo-
| king upon this branch of The Houfe of Auftria
as the main pillar of the Romifh power and
perfecation, did fer her whole fhoulder to the
work of overturning it, in hope to have putan
end to the great Myfbery of Iniguity and Tyran-
ny exercifed upon the bodies and confciences of
mankinde ; But the meafure of their iniquity
being not yet filled up, She was not permit-
ted by God to accomplifh her defign: And now
| after the long Reigns of two unbappy Kings, the
Martial {pirit and renown ot Our N ation be-
ing raifed again under the aofpicious Name
and Counlels of Your Highnefs, equal to the heft
and moft victorious of QOur Anceftors , all
things feem to work , as if the final accom-
plifament of what fhe intended, were rcfcrvfed

or
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for Your Triumph and Trophees. Y ou have with
Your N aval Forces,in a manner held him fhack-
led,and fhut him up within his own Dominions
for feveral years , Ina word his trealures are al-
moft exhaufted, and the Veins which fhould
fupply him, are intercepted, befidesin credit he
is almoft become bankrupt; fo that 1f it pleafe
the Almighty to crown Your endeavours with a
few more fuccefles, afair ftroke will be givenin
afhort time for excluding him from any confi-
derable intereft or influence in thefe A orth
parts of the World., The fear of this, is that
which made him of late betake himfelf to the
fame ignoble practifes and attempts by Afafsi-
nations, and plotted Infurrettions againt the per-
fon and Government of Your Highnefs, as He
practifed of old againft the perfon and Govern-
ment of T hat Renowned Queen 3 But as God was
gracioufly pleafed to make Her fortunate in the
’difcovering and apprehending fuch Affafsinats
tand Traitors from time to time, and to continue
her in a long and profperous Reign, fo Your
HIGHN ESS having hitherto been no
lefs remarkably happy in having always Your
eys as it were miraculoufly enlightned, by
the God of Light and Truth, to forefee the
mifchief, and pafs by, while the intended A-

clors |
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\ fors thereof have happlly peu(hed upon thei
| points of their own fwords, and fallen beﬂdlong.
| into that very pir of deftrutiion which they had dzg~l
| ged for others, We are encouraged to hope, that|
' the fame (fod will vouchfafe to us this great blef-|
fing, that You likewile may long {way the Sce-
pter of thefe Nations, and go inand out before
us, for the perfecting of thofe blefled purpofes,
which he has put into Your heart for the good
of his people, both here and in foreign parts ;!
that fo You may (as You have done upon all
occafions ) deliver the poor that cry, and the fa-
therlefs, and him that hath none to help him ; that
Y ou may continue to be eyes to the blinde, and
feet to the lame 5 to break the jawes of the wicked,
and to pluck the prey ous of bis teeth ; to loofe the
heavie burden ., and to let the oppre]ed g0 free
Though Your Highnefs delights more to do;
thefe things than to hear of them, yet give me|
leave to tell You, that thefe Your aétions of Mer-'
¢y and ‘Ri bteouﬁ%]x are the true Walls and Bul-
warks of thefe Your Iflands ! thefe are the very
W eapons wherewith you have (o oft run through
aTroop, and broken the gates of brafs, and cut the
barrs of iron in funder ! Yea I am bold toadd,
that the blefsing of the poor Waldenfes which
were ready to perifb, together with that of the Po-|

lanim%
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lonian and Bobemian Exiles, isalready vifibly
come upon You, and had no fmall influence in
all Your late fuccefles. May the God and Father
of Mercies flill go on to open the Treafures of bis
Grace, and rain down bis blefsings upon Y our
Princely Perfon and pious undertakings, for the
honowr of his great N ameand the good of bis poor
afflitted Church and People: for which end and
purpofe all honeft and true hearted Englifh fouls
ought to bow their knees daily to the Father of Our
Lord Jefus Chrilt, that fo (if it be his good plea-
Jure that Our eyes fhall fee thofe happy days ) the
glory of bis Golpel may by Your means be more
highly advanced, and that the Top frone of that
Heavenly building being at laft laid, all the people
may cry Grace, Grace #unto 1t. This is the un-

feigned prayer of,

Your Highnefs moft humble and
moft faithfull Subject and
Servant,

SamMuer MorranbD,




The coalition of church and state (corpus Christianum)
has continually had outspoken opponents since its’
inception in the 4th century under Constantine. All
through the long medieval night of papal terror and up
to the present day of accommodation and compromise,
there has never been a time when the voice of dissent
and nonconformity was not heard, protesting against
established religion and coerced uniformity. The most
prominent target of that protest has been the arrogant
usurpation of Christ’s Kingly Authority and Headship
over His churches and the souls of men, whether that
usurpation was Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, or any other. As it has been, so shall it
ever be. This enduring testimony of dissent, this genuine
Christian nonconformity arises as the inevitable
response of the Christian soul to the internal witness of
the Spirit toward the truth and supreme authority of
God’s Word. Consequently, the origin, nature and
history of Christ’s churches can never be adequately
discerned or explained apart from some grasp of the
Biblical Truths advocated and defended throughout the
history of genuine Christian Dissent and Nonconformity.
As Dr. J. S. Whale, former Professor of Ecclesiastical
History, Mansfield College, Oxford University and
President of Cheshunt College, Cambridge University,
said, “Dissent, not only from the centralized absolutism of
Rome, but also from the State establishments of
Protestantism in the Old World is an historic fact of
enduring influence. To account for the tradition of liberty
in the ‘free world’ of today without reference to dissent
would be to read modern history with one eye shut.”

THE BAPTIST STANDARD BEARER, INC.

The Baptist Standard Bearer, Incorporated is a republication
society organized in 1984, and is recognized as a nonprofit,
tax-exempt charitable organization. It was founded for the
primary purpose of republication and preservation of materials
reflecting the Baptist heritage.

It is not affiliated with, or financially supported by any
association, convention or particular denomination. It is
financed by individual donations, foundation grants, bequeathed
inheritances, annual society membership dues, but primarily by
the sale of its own publications.
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